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states from 1815 to 1848 ; not of course a work based on
the study of original sources, which would be impossible,
but a conscientious and, above all, a thoroughly uncom-
prising presentation of the facts contained in scattered
narratives; perhaps in the style of Rochau's French History,
but better than that work, wherever possible. That is to
say, I propose to trace out particularly the changes in the
spirit of the nation, which at the present day, even in our
stubborn people, take place with such amazing rapidity.
I want the book to produce an effect. I want to show
palpably to the indifferent and the thoughtless in what
miserable triviality, and in what sinful dissipation, this great
people is wasting its most precious forces. Naturally, I
am prepared for the possibility that, at the end of three
years, by which time I hope to have mastered the enormous
mass of material, the book will have become superfluous,
and the German Confederation will have been gathered to
its fathers. I am not trying to investigate unfamiliar
sources, but if any such should happen to come under
your notice, I earnestly implore you to inform me of them.
Apart from this, I shall, in the course of the work, be
frequently obliged to come to you for advice.

" You will ask how I came of my own accord to form
this scheme. I think that such a book as this is needed
by our people, who set such a high value on books, A
gloomy discontent is spreading at an alarming rate,
Gradually* we shall find ourselves in the right mood to think
better of ourselves and of our recent shame. I should
like to help this on as much as I can, because most
historians recoil affrighted from the repulsive task. The
jurists, to be sure, understand a portion of the matter
better than I, but not the whole/11

The work grew on his hands, and he was sometimes
appalled at the mass of literature with which he had to deal.
When he returned to Leipzig from Munich (January 1862)
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